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Budget Brief: Career Students (1/25/04)  

 
• The state’s general fund subsidizes the true cost of a college education for Washington 

residents, to the tune of nearly $2.7 billion a biennium. 
 

o There is no time or credit limit on the length of an individual student’s subsidy, 
meaning students do not pay the full cost of their education even if they have 
accumulated credits well in excess of those needed to graduate. 

 
• Access to our public higher education institutions is at a premium.  Last year, 1,757 

Washington residents were denied admission to a four-year institution for which they 
were qualified. 1 

 
• Each of those residents could have been admitted but for so-called career students –

individuals with a single major who have obtained more than five years worth of 
credits. 
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* Career student defined as university student who graduated with one degree and one major and earned more than 125% of credits 
needed to graduate.  (Source: HECB 2004 Final Report on Student Academic Progress)  

 

• All told, nearly 7,000 students in our two and four year institutions had more than 
125% of the credits needed to graduate (1,800 four year / 5,100 two year). 2 

 
Bottom Line 

There is no time limit on taxpayers’ subsidy of a student’s college education.  Is maintaining 
this policy the right priority with a budget deficit and qualified applicants being denied 

admission? 
  __________ 

1. OFM Fall 2004 Higher Education Applications Match Study (Washington Residents, Acceptable GPA or AI) 
2. Higher Educating Coordinating Board, 2004 Final Report on Student Academic Progress, pp. iii and 8 


